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RFVIEVV 


OF THE 


St ATE 


OF THE 


BrRiTish NATION. 


Tuelday, July 22. 1707. 


Have in my laft run over a fhort Ac- 

count of the Succeffes of the Confede- 

rates laft Year againft the French ; let 
any Man but view the Country, the ftrong 
Towers, the Armies, the Stores. Guns, 
Horfes,Arms,and Ammunition they loft ; and 
let them but calmly confider,what Empire in 
the World ever ftood fuch a Summer. 

If my Head ferves me right to Colle&, 
being abfent from Books and publick Prints, 
they loft in the whole Confequence of laft 
Summers War, » 

Two pitch’d Battles fought, in which 50 
to 70000 Men of a lide entirely were 
Defeated and Overchrown. 

Two great Sieges rais’d, and all the Can- 
non-ahd: Mortars, Ammutithon dnd Pro- 
vifion intirely fallen into their Enemies 
Hands, 12 Field-piecesat Barcelona 
only excepced ; and two of them 


they were fore’d to feave on the 


Road. 

In both fights they loft, kil'd, dy’d 
of their Wounds, taken Prifonere, 
and afterwards Deferted above 100000 
Men, among which was one Marthal 
of France, 25 Generals, and near 2000 
other Officers. 

At the Siege of Turin, was reckon’d 11000 
Horfes and 8000 Maless at both Sieges 
they loft verynear 300 pieces of Cannon 
and Mortars ; Arms, Ammuazition, 
Materials for Sieges, and Provifiong 
without Number, or Jeaft without Ace 
count. 

They loft in Dominion almoft all Braban¢ 
and Flanders, part of Artois, and part of 
Hainault, being the Principal Patt of the 
Spanifh Low Countries. 

In Jtaly they loft all the Mansuan, the M,- 

dane ~? 
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lanefe, the Modene/e, part of the Parmefan, 
Mirandola, the Montferine, Alexandrine, the 
Valley of Aout, the Marquifate of Final, 
and great part of Piedmont ; of all which 
they were poffefs'd,with allthe ftrong Towns 
in them at the beginning of the Campaign. 

In Spain they lof all Catslomia, Valentia, 
old Caftile, Arragon, a partof Murcia, and 
part of New-Cajtile. 

All thefe Territoties put together, I bes 


lieve to be much larger in Gomatry than the - 


Iles of Britain and Ireland, and the United 
Provinces of the Dutch put al together. 

In thefe Conquefts! believe 1am withi 
compafs, if I fay they were beaten out of 
threefcore and eighteen fortified Towns and. 
Cafttes, fome of which were of the firft 
Rate, and capable of very great Defence 5 
fuch as Miewin, Oeftend, Mantua, Cremona, 
Valensia, Alicant, Sarrago[[2, Tortofa, Milan, 
Alexandria, and others forc’d to quit their 
Conguefts in Piedmont, and the Towns that 
cof them fo much Treafure and Blood, fuch 
as Verciel, Verue, Ivrea, Nice, an&Ca/tas, 
and are now,driven to defend Sa/z, Pigneroh, 
and their owo Brontiers if they can. : 

Two [nferences I draw from this large 
Account, which I hope are ufeful, and which 
1 think ought tobe more thought on than 
they are.. 

If the French in their fall Strength were 
thus B-aten, thus ftript of their Ill-gotten 
Goods, thus beaten out of their Conquefts, 
thus pufh’d from one Country to another, 
and.redued tofucha Condition, as to make 
all the Offers of Peace, and rumage Europe 
tor {yine Prince er other to undertake to part 
them and mediate a Peace. 

i, Then why fo frightned Gentlemen, 


with one fhock, with the lofs ofone Battle s 
why fo caft down with the defeat of one 
Defign , what, were you never beaten bee 
fore ? Were you never Baulk’d in an Enter- 
prife before, thatyou are fo amaz'd, and 
that you would fain fancy there is Reafon to 
Defpair ? 

*Tis not only a faint hearted Principle, but 
"tis a Proje€t of a f2int hearted Party, and I 
wifh our Eyes were open to it a little; in 
order to which I fhall fay a Word in our 
next to the Cafe, and enqnire into the Rea- 


-. fons, why fome People are very willing we 


fhould ‘be more difcourag’d at this News, 
than there is any real occatfion for. 

2. Wonder, Gentlemen, atthe Power and 
Management of the French Empire; and 
pray take me right, wonder at their Power, 
not foas tobe difcourag’d atit, but fo as to 
fee the neceflity of reducing it, and to be 
thankful it has not long ago reduc’d us, and 
pull’d down all the Contederate Intereft of 
Europe. 

3- Wonder at their Management,and this 
fo,as to imitate it, and Defeat them in their 
own Policy, their indefatigable Induftry, 
their undifcourag’d Diligence, their won- 
derful Applications in reftoring their broken 
Forces, and putting themfelves in fucha 
Pofture, as to look their Conquering Ene- 
mies in the Face, and that in one Winter, 
has fo firangely made up every Lofs, ftopt e- 
very Breach, and put their Affairs in a po- 
fture, to make a bold ftand in every Place, 
and in moft Places ftill to maintain the 
Superiority of their Power. Thefeare Con- 
fiderations ought to move us upon many 
Accounts ; of which hereafter. 


MIscELLANEA. 


Madea fhort Application in my laft of the 

Scheme of Affairs Abroad, direéted to 
our gocd Friends, that built their hopes of 
the Defiruétion of Britains United Confti- 
tution upon the prefene Succefs of the 
brencb. 

Jhave hinted again, the impoffibility of 


the Diffolving the Union ; and when ¥ 
firft atfirm’d it, I gave a full and clear Ex- 
plication of my meaning 3 Review, §1, $2. 
and which I think Jeft no cavilling Enemy 
room tovbjed 3 fo all the Objedtions made 
to it ate fo. weak and trifling, that ! think 
no Anfwer needful ; and therefore I am 

Speaking 
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Jib Saul not to thofe who quarre] at. 


e Words, but atthe Thing the UNION; 
who I refer to a Sermon preach'd by the 
Reverend Mr. Damies Wiliams, on the firii 
of May, in which he has fully confirm’d what 
¥ advane’d on that Head, as‘follows. 

“© The Conditions De Fure are Inviolable, 

“ and neither Federating Party has 
“ Power over the other to abate or 

“* altes them. Thank/p. Sermon p. 8. 
This 1 evident then, that after the Rati- 
fication, eventhe Parliament of Eog- 

land, which continued for fome time, 
COULD NOT ABATE OR ALTER 

the Treaty 5 and indeed it # mofi plain 

shey could wot, for chat bad been to 

give she Parligment of ‘England 4 
Power over the Parliament of Scet- 

land, which they never pretended 10. 

— Again the fame Reverend Au- 

thor. 

The Conditions are not atterable by the 

* Parliament of. Great Britain, ant as bis 
Reafons ave not only unanfmerable, but pare 
ticularly beppy in being perfe&iy new, aud 
bis own 5 I cannot bit recite them. As to their 
* poffeffing the ftipulated Benefits, their 61 
© referv’d Members are Guarrantes to {ee 
¢ the Conditions Executed, but no way Au- 
* thoris'd co alter them, and the Znglifb 
* part of the Parliament has no more 
¢ Power over Scotland than before the 
‘UNION, except on Suppofition 
¢ that thefe Articles are obferv’d 
« After this in the fame Page be goes on. I 
‘ grant, that faving thofe Conditions, all 
‘ that was in Scotland is Subje&ed to the 
¢ QUEEN and Parliament of Great Britain, 
¢°—But none can imagine, that the Queen 
of Scotland put off that Perfon, and about 
300 Lords and Commons excluded them- 
felves froma fhare in the Legiflature om 
Stipulated Terms, and yet the Englifh Par- 
liament with 61 Members from Scotland 
fhall alrer sbofe Terms, without any Legal 
Confent of the former, yea, exprefly apainft 
their Confent, and the moft Solemn [’re- 
cautions. bis 
‘ The Cafe had greatly differd, if the 
whole Parliament of Scorland had been con- 
tinued and joyn’d to our Englifh Parliae 
ment, if thofe by themfelves or not over 
Voted by the Englifh had made alterations, 
the Scots Subjetts muft Acquiefce, not- 
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* withfaading the Word Fuadamental and 
* unalterable ; for the Leg‘fatnre had te- 
* main-d entite, and inthis Confratt they 
‘ bad not Covenanted wich. their Subjedts 
but for then. awe. ; 

f Quote thisReverend Author as a Per fon 
weofe Reafon as well as Reputation juftifies 
my Allegation, that nattbe Parliament of 
England, or the Parliameat of Britam cowid, 
or can break the Unior of the cwo Nations. 

When thus it is prov’d, chat Parlianten- 
tary Authority cannot break in upon this 

Treaty, 1 think I have enough ; for my 
Argument isagainft thofe People that would 
have the Treaty broke ; and flatter them- 
felves it fhall be broke, and if ance it be 
Granted you the Parliament can alter the 
Treaty, all is given up, and J wonder to 
hear a Proteftane talk acthat rate. 

Tf they mean a force upon both Nations—~ 
T have nothing to. fay tothat ; tbe. Sword 
mu/t decide it, if ever they bavea Courage ov 
Power 10 bring it to {uch 4 Tryal, wiiich I 
amino no great fear of; but if they pretend 
a Legal Breach, I affirm again, no Power 
on Earth can diffolve the UNION.-—~The 
Original Rights of the Colleétive Body of 
the People, when all conftituted Power is 
i ae Diffolved, muf and dees remain ; 
and they may when aflembled diflolve the 
Conftitution in being, and ereét a new 
one—But even this collective Body muf 
now Affemble as one, and muft agree to 
divide again into two Kingdoms or more, 
otberwife it cannot be 

The main of the thiog J ant upos is to 
prove, That neither the Parhiamens that 
was, Could after ic was finith’d, nor the Par« 
liament that now is can.alter this Treaty. 

Tallow the Parliament is a Magnipotret 
Power, but I muft not alow them Omni- 
potent; no, not in every thing relating to 
civil Government ; I mean the Pasliantent of 
Britain which now is~Which Parliamenthfay 
has not all the Power which the Parilamen¢ 
of England or Scotland, fparately confider’a 
had before ; and the Lintitation of theirs 
Power confifts in this very thieg sthat they 
being a Power, form’d and &fcablifh’d by 
flipafation, of two different Parliaments, a8 
they arefubfequent to the Power of thofe 
Parlfaments, fo they are inferiour to them: 
Since every Power which is deriv’d phon a: 

aotaer 
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Bother muft: be -inferisur to the Power from 
which it is deriv’d. 

The Parliament of Britain may do at 
A&, that may diflulve themfelves, and ip/o 
fafto caule their Power to ceafe, as in Cafe 
of fetting up’ Laws inconfiftent with Na- 
ture, or Realon, but they cannot: diffolve 
the Treaty ; they cannot make an Aék of 
Parliament declaring it void, and declaring 
the two feparate Parliaments of England 
and Scotland reftor’d—The two feparace 
Nations of England and Scotland, may ine 
deed upon a recefs of Power and violation 
of the Treaty, -affemble ina colleétive Bo- 
dy as above, and dedaring the Conftitution 

roke, mutually reaflume their former State 
——But that it can he done by a Parliamenta- 
ty Authority I deny, and think I have 
prov’d. 

For this Reafon,I quoted before a very 
much better Authority than miae for an O- 
pinion ; that to diffolve this Treaty by Le- 
gal Authority, it requires chat an Aét of the 


Parliament of Britain be pat 3 empowering, 


fhe Queen to appoint Commiffioners to a- 
gree for either Nation, that the Union is 
diffalv’d, and that Fler Majefty reaffuming 
the Titles of either Kingdom may fummon 
a Convention of E{tates, and thefe feverally 
ratify anew Yreaty of Difunion, and Re- 
eitablifh the old refpe@ive Conftitution. 

I do not give this as my own, tho’ I fee 
nothing to objet againft it——But upon the 
whole! humbly recommend it to thofe Gea- 
tlemen, who builc their hopes upon the Dif- 
folu’i @.0f this Union co confider 5 how im- 
pothble it is to have this Knot untied ; they 
may dep nd upon it, not Parties, nor Na- 
tional Grievances ; not Fadtions, no, not 
the Parliament can diffolve it 3 and yet [ 
fee nothing of Siavery ia this neither; cis 
our Liberty ta be thus bound, asd I doubt 
net but it will b2 our hippinefs, when Ja- 

ite. endeavours, and all. that ‘however 
blindly do their Work, are prov’d Abortive 
and jufuriciear, 

Hf acertain uneafy Genleman, who is for 
weakaing every bedys Hands but his own, 
tho’ empley’d inthe fame Work, thinks this 


Dire&ed to him } he is miftaken If he thinks 
Oppoling the Enemies of the Union, 
aod by confequeace of Britains Liberty, is 
a Work he is fufficient for, and theretore 
will haveno body meddle with it but him- 
felf ; if he thinks che Author of this efteems 
his Raillery and I!) Language moving e- 
nough to fpeak to; heis in all chefe equally 
miftaken, 1am Arguing againft a Jacobite 
Party and Intereft, and talking to them, 
not tofim ; if he will take up their Cave 
and plead forthemhe is wellcome, theres 
room enough for him, let him go on, 


ee - 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
There is now Publith’d, 
PY POSALS for Printing by Subfcrip- 
tion, A Compleat HISTORY OF 
1HEUNION. 

True-Born-Englifhman. : 
The Book will contain about 250 Sheets én 

Folic, 4md will be Printed om the fame Paper, : 

and withthe fame Letter with the Fropofals 5 

and will contain an Hiftorical Account of all 

the fruitle{s’ Attempts mde in former Times 
for Uniting thefe Kingdoms, with a particular 

Account of ell the TranfaBions of tbe prefent 

Treaty, the many Contrivances amd vigorous 

Oppofitions againft it, both in England and- 

Scotland, whether within the Parliament or 

Sithous. Extra@ed ous of tbe original Records, 

wegifters,. Fournals, and osber Authorities in 

both Kingdoms, 
With an Appenans, 

Containing an Abridgement of all the Al- 
terations made in the laws, Trade, Cuftoms 
and Conftitution of both Kingdoms by the 
UNTON. 

The Price’is 208. in Quires, 58. to be paid 
down, and the Remainder on Delivery. No 
more will be Printed than in Proportion to the 
Number Subfcribed, 

Subfcriptions are taken in, by Mr. Lawrence 
at the Angel in the Poulcrey , Mrs. Billing 
fley, under the Royal-Exchange in Corn 
hill ;. Afr. King, at the Judge’s Head in 
Weftmintter Hall. john Matthews, Prin- 
rer, in Litth-Britain ; and Mr. Morphew, 
near Scationers- Hall. 


By the Author of the 


MDC€CVIL 


